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BUNKER LICENCE CONDITIONS 
 

Part 3 – Licence conditions for Bunker Supply Vessels 
 
All vessels proposed to be licenced as HCL for bunker operations must comply with the following conditions; 
 
1) All vessels to be under 20 years old, unless exceptional authorisation is granted by the Captain of the Port 

and the Minister with responsibility for shipping. 
 
2) The vessel must, as a minimum and at all times, be manned in accordance with the SMD issued by vessel’s 

Flag State, and all crewmembers must be suitable qualified in accordance with STCW’95. 
 

3) All vessels seeking to operate under HCL as bunkering barge must be classed by one of the Classification 
Societies which are deemed Recognised Organisations by the Red Ensign Group. These currently are LR, 
ABS, BV, DNV, RINA and ClassNK. 

 
4) All pertinent statutory and classification certification is to be valid and in order for the type of vessel and 

cargoes to be carried. 
 

5) Each bunker vessel must hold an International Ship Management (ISM) Certificate. 
 

6) The bunker vessel shall maintain a level of security (under the ISPS Code) as required by the Captain of the 
Port. 

 
7) The bunker vessel must have a valid "CLC" cover issued by the Flag State against a P& I cover. 

 
8) All vessels must be equipped with twin engines / screws or propose alternative and equivalent safety design 

incorporation to ensure safe manoeuvring in case of one engine failure. 
 

9) All vessels must be equipped with suitable bow thruster capability to ensure safe manoeuvring operations.  
 

10) In case of engine or bow thruster being non-operational, GPA must be informed immediately. Where deemed 
necessary for safe operations GPA will set requirements for external assistance such as tugboat deployment 
or stop the vessel from operating until repairs are carried out. 

 
11) Vessel must demonstrate suitable crew onboard to comply with work/rest hours, and to comply with all the 

requirements set out in the GPA Bunkering Code of Practice. 
 

12) The vessel must be maintained in a seaworthy condition in every respect and be fully certified to undertake 
international voyages at any time required. 

 
13) Bunker barge/tankers in Gibraltar shall carry American National Standards Institute (ANSI) standard reducers 

and adaptors on board to accommodate the different sizes of bunker manifold flanges on the receiving 
vessels. 

 
14) The use of single skin deck tanks on any licensed bunker vessel for the carriage of bunkers or slops shall be 

prohibited. 
 

15) Every vessel licensed to operate as a bunker barge in Gibraltar must have approved digital pressure gauges 
at the manifolds. Procedures shall be in place to safeguard the recorded information, especially after an 
incident involving pressure fluctuations. The recorded information shall be made available to the GPA on 
request. 

 
16) Every vessel licensed to operate as a bunker barge in Gibraltar must have approved breakaway manifold 

couplings. 
 

17) Every vessel licensed to operate as a bunker barge in Gibraltar must have approved remote ESD devices. 
The design of these ESD devices must enable the device to be passed onto the receiving vessel, so that the 
R.V. can shut down pumping operations quickly and effectively should the need arise.   
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18) Every bunker barge/tanker shall carry on board at least two certified and calibrated UTI’s, an ASTM 
thermometer and a copy of the latest certified tank calibration tables. 

 
19) Every bunker tanker/barge shall be installed with fixed sampling equipment to the standard prescribed by ISO 

3187 and complying with the specifications laid out in the Bunkering Code of Practice. 
 

20) Firefighting equipment shall be ready for immediate use on the bunker tanker at all times during operations. 
 

21) Oil spill equipment shall be ready for immediate use on the bunker tanker and the vessel at all times. On 
bunker barges a minimum of two-lengths of 50 metres of oil containment boom must be carried onboard 
ready for immediate deployment in addition to the statutory oil spill kit containers. 
 

22) Vessels to be licensed for bunkering in Gibraltar must be equipped with adequate fendering. Fenders must 
be maintained in accordance with International Standard (ISO 17357-1:2014) that specifies the material, 
performance and dimensions of which are intended to be used for the berthing and mooring of a ship to 
another ship or berthing structure. 

 
23) All Cargo hoses used in bunker transfers are required to be tested with certification on an annual basis for 

the first five years. Thereafter hoses are to be tested biannually and removed from service after ten years. All 
certifications to be kept on board. The serial number & the last test date shall be conspicuously displayed on 
each hose. 

 
24) Cargo tanks on locally licensed bunker barges are not to be filled to over 95% capacity. 

 
25) All oil spill incidents, whether actual or probable should be reported immediately to the Port of Gibraltar VTS 

Centre. 
 

26) Any incident, whether involving injury, damage or environmental impact must be reported immediately to Port 
of Gibraltar VTS Centre. 

 
27) All vessels should be proposed to GPA (via correspondence, and with accompanying Q88 and any other 

pertinent documentation) prior to deployment for operations in Gibraltar. GPA will consider on a case-by-case 
basis and will communicate decision together with any relevant rationale for same. 

 
28) At the time that vessels are proposed to GPA, details of any SIRE or CDI vetting approvals must also be 

provided. 
 

29) Any vessel seeking to have a licence renewal must provide details of any SIRE or CDI vetting approvals. 
 

30) Any vessel over 20 years, when seeking to be licensed (or re-licensed) must comply with the following 
provisions for grant (or renewal) of licence; 

  
a. Vessel must have a CAP rating of 1 
b. Vessel must have either operated and been licensed in Gibraltar previously, or; 
c. Must be a sister-vessel of a previously licensed vessel which is operated, managed and manned by 

the same company structure with the relevant in-house experience 
d. If all above conditions are met, GPA will determine whether approval is granted for licensing or 

renewal of the vessel. GPA will have full discretion on whether to approve said vessel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


